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UNIVERSITY PHYSICIANS HEALTHCARE OFFICE

 SITE OF ARCHITECTURAL AWARD 

TUCSON, Ariz. (August 12, 2008) – Phoenix architectural firm, RNL, has won a Southwest Chapter 2008 International Interior Design Association’s Professional Recipient for Interior Design Excellence award for “creativity on a budget” for its work on the corporate offices of University Physicians Healthcare (UPH). 

Designing the renovation of the three buildings comprising the UPH corporate offices, RNL strived to create an atmosphere that was welcoming and comfortable, while promoting healthy lifestyles that bring the outdoors in. RNL incorporated the natural beauty of the Sonoran Desert, naming each building after plants found in the desert – barrel cactus, agave and chaparral sage – and using soothing desert colors of greens, purples and blues. The project resulted in angled office pods, forming a central canyon, floating ceiling planes and lighting, floor patterns and furniture appropriate to each theme. 
“RNL’s approach was respectful of UPH’s culture, environment and budget,” says Jim Bands, corporate strategic initiatives officer of UPH. “In addition, they created an atmosphere that facilitates collaboration and communication, values important to UPH and our employees.”


University Physicians Healthcare is a nonprofit corporation created in 1985 as the medical practice of the physicians of the UA College of Medicine. Together, UPH, The University of Arizona, University Physicians Hospital and University Medical Center combine to care for patients, educate medical students, train young physicians and conduct clinical research. With over 350 physicians and 1,500 staff, UPH is Arizona’s largest physicians group.
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